DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

on his coining of age was brought before the House,
it was passed with the expression of the hope that
Her Majesty would show herself more frequently to
her loving subjects,

Here was the  root of the  discontent  to  which
Gladstone had darkly referred as going deeper than
dowries.   He believed that the shattered state of the
Queen's nerves which she so often bewailed, was
imaginary, and that her doctor, " the feeble-minded
Doctor Jenner," was encouraging her to refuse to do
anything for which she did not feel inclined ;   and
now he begged her graciously to postpone her depar-
ture for Balmoral till the end of a difficult session, and
hold her Council for the Prorogation.    Here was one
of the encroachments on her private convenience
which she always resented.    She was so indignant
at such a suggestion (perhaps they would next ask
her to prorogue Parliament in  person !)   that  she
disregarded her Prime Minister altogether and wrote
to her Lord Chancellor instead.    She told him that
she was doing as much as she could, and that, as she
grew older, she would not, for the sake of her health,
be able to meet the incessant calls.   She reminded
him that overwork had killed the Prince Consort and
Lord Clarendon.   She was " driven and abused " ;
her private life was being interfered with.   As a
concession, never to be repeated, she consented to
remain at Osborne for three days more, and then,
if Parliament had not finished its business, she would
wait no longer.   She warned him that if this per-
secution went on, she would have to give up the
awful weight of Sovereignty to another,  and then
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